
 

 

 
 

Welcome Back & Happy New Year, Families! 

Welcome back from the holiday break and Happy New Year! We are excited to 
begin the second half of the school year and are already close to the halfway 
point. The start of the new year brings renewed energy, focus, and excitement 
as we work together to finish the second part of the year strong. 
We are incredibly proud of how well our students have adapted to so many big 
changes. As we reflect on this time last year, it’s hard not to appreciate just how 
far we’ve come. Our school was under construction, some teachers were dis-
placed from their classrooms, we were finalizing plans for an entirely new 5th 
and 6th grade school concept, preparing to welcome more than 800 students 
who had never attended our school before, and saying goodbye to half of our 
teaching staff while welcoming many new faces. 
What has happened since then is truly remarkable. Together, our staff, stu-
dents, and community have risen to the challenge and successfully recreated 
our school into the strong, positive learning environment it is today. This has 
been no small feat, and we could not be more proud of everyone involved. 
Thank you for your continued support, flexibility, and partnership. We look for-
ward to an outstanding second half of the year! 
 
Elective Rotation Reminder 
Our 3rd elective rotation ends on Friday, January 23, and the 4th elective rota-
tion begins on Monday, January 26.  To help students prepare, they will receive 
a copy of their new elective schedule during 6th hour on Thursday, January 22, 
giving them time to familiarize themselves with their upcoming classes. 
As a reminder, students (with the exception of band students) participate in a 
total of 12 electives throughout the school year, with 2 new electives every 6 
weeks. Please remind your child that the classes titled E4 on their schedule are 
their new electives for this rotation. 
NWEA Testing 

All students will begin  a second round of NWEA testing this month.  NWEA 
testing provides us with important data on our students. This data allows us to 
identify areas in which our students can improve and guides individualized in-
struction.  I have included information on how to read NWEA reports and a de-
scription of the test on page 2.   

Student Drop Off 

To keep traffic flow moving, please pull up as far as possible to drop off your 
son/daughter.  Please do not stop in front of the main doors, instead continue 
forward before dropping off.  To speed up the process, please have your child 
gather his or her belongings and be ready for drop off.  Thank you for your help! 
Middle Years 

In some Principal’s Corner articles, and in future editions,  you will find infor-
mation about Middle School-aged children.  The information comes from a 
newsletter called “Middle School Parents” produced by “The Parent Institute”. I 
hope you find the information insightful. 

January 19th– Martin Luther King 
Day– No school 

February 13th and 16th– Winter 
Break– No school 

March 5th & 6th– Final Exams 

March 6th– End of 2nd Trimester 

March 30th– April 6th– Spring 
Break– No School 

April 13th—24th– 6th Grade M-
Step testing 

April 27th– May 8th 5th Grade M-
Step testing 

April 23rd– Take your child to 
work day 

May 5th– PD Day-No School 

May 19th– Band Concert @ABHS 
7:00pm 

May 20th– Choir Concert @ABHS 
7pm 

May 21st– Academic Awards Cer-
emony @ North Gym 

5th Grade -9am 

6th Grade -2pm 

May 25th-Memorial Day-No 
school 

May 28th– 6th grade Ice cream 
social 

May 29th– Reward Trips 

5th Grade —Walter and Mary Park 

6th Grade —Dave & Busters 

June 2nd– Student of the Month 
Luncheon 

June 4th and 5th Final Exams 

June 5th– Last day of school 

 

 

 

 

 



Please click on the link below to view an informational video on the NWEA Test. 
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/what-is-map-growth/ 
Please click on the link below to visit the official NWEA website for  more information on 
NWEA Testing. 
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/ 

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/what-is-map-growth/
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/


Anchor Bay NORTH Clubs 
We are pleased to offer a variety of after-school clubs this year, giving students the chance to connect with others, build 
friendships, and explore new interests. From athletics and the arts to strategy games and environmental action, these 
clubs provide meaningful opportunities for students to learn new hobbies, develop skills, and be part of a supportive com-
munity outside the classroom.  
Pickleball Club – Mrs. Goerke 
Mrs. Goerke is excited to bring the fast-growing sport of pickleball to our students! The Pickleball Club is a great way to get 
active, learn the basics of the game, and enjoy friendly competition with peers. Whether you’re new to the sport or already 
a fan, this club is the perfect place to play, improve your skills, and have fun. 
Art Club – Ms. Beninati and Mr. Martyniuk 
For students who love to create, the Art Club with Ms. Beninati and Mr. Martyniuk offers a space to explore different art 
mediums, work on unique projects, and share ideas with fellow artists. This club encourages creativity, self-expression, and 
collaboration while building a community of students who enjoy the visual arts. 
Spanish Club – Mrs. Ahedo 
¡Bienvenidos! Spanish Club, led by Mrs. Ahedo, is the perfect opportunity for students to learn more about Spanish lan-
guage and culture in a fun and engaging setting. From practicing conversational skills to exploring traditions, music, and 
food, this club celebrates cultural diversity while building global awareness. 
Chess Club – Mr. Mittelstadt and Mrs. Rodgers 
The Chess Club, led by Mr. Mittelstadt and Mrs. Rodgers, invites students of all skill levels to sharpen their minds and prac-
tice the art of strategy. Members can learn new tactics, challenge one another in matches, and build critical thinking 
skills—all while enjoying the fun and tradition of the game of chess. 
Card Club – Mrs. Hann and Mrs. Rodgers 
If you enjoy playing cards and learning new games, the Card Club with Mrs. Hann and Mrs. Rodgers is the place for you! 
This club is all about having fun while developing logical thinking, teamwork, and friendly competition. Students can play 
classic favorites and discover new games with their friends. 
Student Council - Mrs.Kessel and Mrs.VanHeusden 
Student Council, led by Mrs. Kessel and Mrs. VanHeusden, gives students a voice in shaping school spirit and activities. 
Members learn leadership, teamwork, and responsibility while planning events, supporting community service, and repre-
senting their peers. It’s an excellent opportunity to build confidence and make a positive difference in our school. 
Cooking Club is in Full Swing at Middle School North!  
Ms. Beninati and Mrs. Brees are leading our 5th and 6th graders in learning how to cook safely, try new recipes, and work 
together in the kitchen. The club has received great feedback from students, staff, and parents—it’s a fun way for students 
to connect, be creative, and build confidence!  Several sessions will be offered throughout the year. Once the next session 
is scheduled, details will be shared through announcements, our website, and the Facebook parent page. The cost is $20, 
and space is limited to the first 36 students who turn in their permission slip and payment. 
Dungeons and Dragons Club-Mrs. Brandal 
We are excited to announce the start of a Dungeons & Dragons Club! Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) is a collaborative story-
telling game where students work together to solve problems, use imagination, and go on adventures guided by a game 
leader. The club helps build creativity, teamwork, communication skills, and strategic thinking in a fun and inclusive envi-
ronment.  
Get it Girls-Mrs. Brandal 
Our school is excited to offer Get It Girls, a STEM-focused club designed to inspire and empower girls through hands-on 
learning and collaboration. Get It Girls encourages students to explore science, technology, engineering, and math through 
engaging activities that build confidence, problem-solving skills, and teamwork. This club aligns with the strong STEM focus 
supported across Macomb County and helps girls see themselves as future innovators and leaders.  

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


