
 

 

 
 

State Mandated Testing: M-STEP and PSAT 
This spring, our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students will participate in the M-STEP, Michi-
gan’s state-mandated assessment. The M-STEP is an online test designed to evaluate 
how well students are mastering state standards. These standards, developed by educa-
tors, outline the skills and knowledge students need to be prepared for the workplace, 
career training, and college. According to the Department of Education: “The M-STEP is 
a 21st Century online test. It is designed to gauge how well students are mastering state 
standards. These standards, developed for educators by educators, broadly outline 
what students should know and be able to do in order to be prepared to enter the 
workplace, career education training, and college. M-STEP results, when combined with 
classroom work, report cards, local district assessments, and other tools, offer a com-
prehensive view of student progress and achievement.” 
Testing Schedule 
Our 8th grade students will take the Social Studies and Science M-STEP from April 10th 
to April 16th. Additionally, they will take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(PSAT) on Tuesday, April 8th. 
Our 7th grade students will complete the ELA and Math M-STEP from April 22nd to 
April 24th, while our 6th grade students will take the ELA and Math M-STEP from April 
28th to April 30th. 
Understanding the PSAT 
The PSAT and M-STEP are both state-mandated tests, but they are quite different. Un-
like the M-STEP, which has no time limit, the PSAT is a timed exam. The PSAT is aligned 
with the SAT and measures skills in three categories: Math, Reading, and Writing and 
Language. Performing well on the PSAT helps students gain familiarity with the SAT, 
which colleges and universities use for admission decisions. 
Preparing for Success 
Our staff has been diligently preparing students for both exams by incorporating essen-
tial skills and content into daily lessons. We encourage parents to support their children 
by ensuring they get plenty of rest, eat a healthy breakfast, and arrive at school on time 
during testing days. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership as we work together to help our 
students succeed. Please reach out to the school if you have any questions or need ad-
ditional information. 

8th grade students 
**Please note** Tuesday, April 8th will be a 1/2 day for 8th graders while 
taking the PSAT test.  Hours are 8:04am-10:55am.  Breakfast will be served 
from 8:04am—8:17am.  Students will be dismissed at 10:55am  
6th and 7th grade students 
**Please note** Tuesday, April 8th  6th and 7th grade students will NOT 
have school. 

Test PSAT M-STEP M-STEP M-STEP 

Grade 4/8 4/10-4/16 4/22-4/24 4/28-4/30 

8th   ELA & MATH  Science & Social Studies     

7th      ELA & MATH   

6TH    ELA & MATH 

March 1st– First Day of Women’s 
History Month 

March 22nd-March 30th-Spring 
Break– No School 

April 8th– 8th grade PSAT testing 

April 10th-April 16th– 8th MStep 
Testing 

April 18th– Good Friday-No school 

April 21st– PD Day– No school 

April 22nd-24th– 7th grade MStep 
Testing 

April 28th-April 30th– 6th grade 
MStep Tesring 

May 1st– May 3rd- 8th grade Wash-
ington DC trip 

May 6th– Teacher PD day– No 
School 

May 20th– Spring Choir Concert 
7pm @ ABHS 

May 21st– Band Concert 7pm @ 
ABHS 

May 22nd– Academic Awards 

6th– 9:15am, 7th– 2pm, 8th– 7pm.  
North Gym 

May 23rd– 1/2 day of school 

May 26th-Memorial Day– No school 

May 30th– Reward Trips for 6th and 
7th grade 

June 3rd– All A’s Breakfast 

June 5th– SOM Luncheon 

June 6th– 8th grade Cedar Pointe 
reward trip 

June 9th, 10th,and 11th Final exams 

June 11th– Last day of school 

 

 



State Mandated Testing – As our we get closer to our April testing time, I thought I would 
share with you some information from the Michigan Department of Education.  This infor-
mation includes ways in which you can prepare your son/daughter with practice tests. 

Online Practice Samples for M-STEP–  

To help familiarize and prepare students to take state assessments, students have access to 

online M-STEP sample test item sets and PSAT and SAT practice tools. 

To access red hyperlinks, hold Ctrl button and click on with  mouse. 

The online Sample Item Sets are select groups of test items in English Language Arts (ELA), 
Mathematics, Science, and Social studies that encompass different item types, such as multi-
ple choice, constructed response, and various kinds of technology-enhanced items. These sets 
provide students, teachers, and parents with practice in solving grade-level and content-
specific test items aligned to Michigan's academic content standards. 

There are two ways to get to the online Sample Item Sets. Anyone can access the Sample Item 
Sets through the Chrome browser at https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MI/portals/mi/. 
The directions to access the sample items are the same for both methods. 

a)  Click on M-STEP on the left side of the window 

b)  Select "Online Tools Training" 

c)  Select "Sample Item Sets" 

d)  Select the grade 

e)  Select the content area 

f) Login with the Username and Password provided to all users on the login screen 

Answer Keys for Online Sample Items 

Mathematics, Grades 3-8 Online Sample Item Sets Answer Key 

ELA, Grades 3-7 Online Sample Item Sets Answer Key 

Science, Grades 5, 8, and 11 Annotated Sample Items 

Social Studies, Grade 8 Online Sample Item Sets Answer Key 

Middle Years 

In this Principal’s Corner edition and in future editions,  you will find infor-
mation about Middle School-aged children.  The information comes from a newsletter called “Middle 
School Parents” produced by “The Parent Institute”. I hope you find the information insightful. 

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MI/portals/mi/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Answer_Keys_for_Grades_3_to_8_Mathematics_M-STEP_Online_Sample_Item_Sets_620380_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ELA_OTT_Answer_Keys_-_Grades_3-7_631960_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2018_M-STEP_Annotated_Sample_Items_test_614886_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Answer_Key_for_Grade_8_Social_Studies_M-STEP_Online_Sample_Item_Set_621370_7.pdf


Emergency Drills: Keeping Our Students Safe 
Safety is our top priority, and to ensure preparedness, the State of Michigan requires all schools to con-
duct regular emergency drills throughout the year. At our school, we complete five fire drills, three lock-
down drills, and two tornado drills annually. The dates for these drills are scheduled in the spring of the 
previous school year. 
ALICE Emergency Plan 
In recent years, our district has transitioned from traditional lockdown drills to implementing the ALICE 
emergency response plan. ALICE, which stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate, is 
designed to equip students and staff with practical strategies to respond effectively in the event of an 
intruder or active shooter situation. 
Our local law enforcement agencies have played a crucial role in supporting and guiding the implementa-
tion of ALICE training and drills. Their expertise helps ensure that our practices are both effective and 
aligned with current safety standards. 
Why ALICE? 
The goal of ALICE training is to empower individuals with the knowledge and skills to make informed de-
cisions during an emergency. By practicing these drills, students and staff gain confidence and are better 
prepared to respond in a crisis.  We understand that discussing and practicing these scenarios can be 
challenging, but it is essential for the safety and well-being of our school community. If you have any 
questions or would like more information about our emergency procedures, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office.  Thank you for your continued support in keeping our students safe. 
ALICE stands for: 
Alert:   Use concise language to convey the type and location of the event.  Listen carefully when 

given instructions. 
Lockdown: Go to and/or remain in a secure area until it is safe to evacuate. 
Inform: Precise communication allows for good decision making. 
Counter: Distract, confuse and gain control (applies to students with the ability to comprehend and 

respond).  Anchor Bay School District’s dedicated instructional and non-instructional staff 
will undoubtedly respond to the best of their ability and put students’ safety first. 

Evacuate: As soon as it is safe to do so, evacuate. 
 

Band and Choir News- 
Congratulations to the 7th Grade Band, 8th Grade 

Band, and Choir on their outstanding performances 

at District 16 MSBOA/MSVMA Festival! The 

7th grade band earned a Superior Rating (I) from all 

four adjudicators, and 8th grade band earned a Su-

perior Rating (I) overall. Choir earned a Superior 

Rating (I) and will advance to State Choral Festival in April. Congratulations to all of our amazing musi-

cians!  



Cancer Awareness Month: Join Us in the Fight Against Cancer! 
We are excited to announce that MJHS will be hosting Cancer Awareness Month 
from March 31st through May 2nd! Although it’s a bit longer than a month, the 
timing works out perfectly to maximize our impact. Our goal is to raise funds for 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society while engaging students in meaningful and 
fun activities. 
Winning groups will be announced on the Broadcast each week, and prizes will be 
awarded on Mondays. 
Planned Activities 
Week 1 (March 31 - April 4): Music for a Mission 
Students will raise money during lunch periods to have music played at the end of the week. The 
lunch group with the highest total will win! 
• Music Day: Monday, April 7 
Week 2 (April 7 - April 11): Candy Grams 
Candy Grams will be sold during all lunches and delivered to 6th-hour classes on Monday, April 14. 
Students can purchase sweet messages to send to friends and teachers. 
Week 3 (April 14 - April 17): Spirit Week 
Get ready to show your school spirit with these fun themed days: 
• Monday: Neon Day 
• Tuesday: Superhero Day 
• Wednesday: Twin Day 
• Thursday: Team Up for Cancer (Sports Day) 
There will be no reward for Spirit Week—just lots of fun and community spirit! 
Weeks 4 & 5: Bucket Boost (April 24 & April 28) 
During track meets, we will pass donation buckets through the stands to collect contributions. Stu-
dent volunteers will be supervised throughout the event. 
All Month: Light the Night Memorial Wall 
Throughout the month, students will create a memorial wall in the Commons as a tribute to those 
affected by cancer. Each student will receive a handout to decorate and add to the wall, and all clas-
ses are encouraged to participate. This is a no-cost project aimed at fostering community connection 
and reflection. 
Weekly Recognition and Prizes 
We will display the Anchor Trophy to recognize the weekly winners. The trophy will serve as a symbol 
of our collective efforts throughout the month. 
We believe that by working together, we can make a significant difference while raising awareness 
and showing support for those affected by cancer. Please feel free to reach out if you have any ques-
tions or suggestions. 
Thank you for your continued support! 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 


