
 Building a new SHIP 
As we look ahead to the 2025-26 school year, we are 
excited to announce a significant restructuring of our 
middle school. Beginning next year, our traditional 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade model will transition to a 5th and 
6th grade building, with 7th and 8th graders moving to 
the south campus. While this is a big change, we be-
lieve it will bring valuable benefits to our students, staff, and overall learning en-
vironment. 
 
A Transition That Requires Patience 
Change always comes with an adjustment period, and we understand that this 
shift will require patience and flexibility from everyone—students, parents, and 
staff alike. We are committed to making this transition as smooth as possible 
and will be providing ongoing communication, support, and resources to help our 
students adapt to their new learning environment. 
 
How This Change Will Benefit Our Students 
• Stronger Focus on Developmental Needs – A dedicated 5th and 6th grade 

building will allow us to tailor educational and social experiences to meet the 
specific developmental needs of younger students. 

• Easier Academic and Social Transitions – By introducing 5th graders into a 
middle school environment earlier, they will become more comfortable with 
the structure and expectations before moving on to 7th and 8th grade. 

• Increased Support Systems – With smaller grade-level groupings, we can pro-
vide more personalized attention, additional resources, and stronger academ-
ic interventions to ensure student success. 

 
New Opportunities for Leadership and Growth – Our 6th graders will have the 
chance to take on leadership roles within the building, helping them develop re-
sponsibility and confidence before moving into upper grades. 
 
Exciting Bond Construction Updates 
In addition to the restructuring, we are thrilled to an-
nounce that bond construction has officially begun! 
The first phase of this project includes the creation of 
larger, state-of-the-art classrooms that will provide 
more space, enhanced technology, and modern learn-
ing environments to better support our students and 
staff. These improvements will positively impact in-
struction, collaboration, and overall student engagement.  We recognize that 
change can bring both excitement and uncertainty, but we truly believe this tran-
sition will create a stronger, more supportive, and innovative learning experience 
for all of our students. We appreciate your patience and support as we work 
through these changes together. Please stay tuned for further updates as we con-
tinue to move forward with this exciting new chapter for our school!  
 

March 1st– First Day of Women’s His-
tory Month 

March 22nd-March 30th-Spring Break– 
No School 

April 8th– 8th grade PSAT testing 

April 10th-April 16th– 8th MStep Test-
ing 

April 18th– Good Friday-No school 

April 21st– PD Day– No school 

April 22nd-24th– 7th grade MStep 
Testing 

April 28th-April 30th– 6th grade MStep 
Tesring 

May 1st– May 3rd- 8th grade Washing-
ton DC trip 

May 6th– Teacher PD day– No School 

May 20th– Spring Choir Concert 7pm 
@ ABHS 

May 21st– Band Concert 7pm @ ABHS 

May 22nd– Academic Awards 

6th– 9:15am, 7th– 2pm, 8th– 7pm.  
North Gym 

May 23rd– 1/2 day of school 

May 26th-Memorial Day– No school 

May 30th– Reward Trips for 6th and 
7th grade 

June 3rd– All A’s Breakfast 

June 5th– SOM Luncheon 

June 6th– 8th grade Cedar Pointe re-
ward trip 

June 9th, 10th,and 11th Final exams 

June 11th– Last day of school 

 

 



North Clubs 
School clubs play a vital role in a student’s development by offering opportunities to explore new interests, build 
friendships, and develop important life skills. They provide a sense of belonging, encourage teamwork, and help stu-
dents discover their passions outside of the classroom. Clubs also teach responsibility, leadership, and problem-
solving—skills that will benefit students throughout their lives. Whether students want to stay active, think critically, 
express creativity, or help the environment, there is a club for everyone. Our Superintendent, Mr. Jankowski, has 
made a push to give students more opportunities to be involved with our school.  Our teachers, staff, and parents 
have stepped up to begin to offer some creative club opportunities.  We currently have the following clubs: 
Cooking Club—run by Ms. Beninati and Mrs. Brees 
Dungeons are Dragons Club—run by Ms. Turner 
Ski Club– run by Ms. Siemaszko 
Bridge building– run by Mrs. Massey 
Green Team– run by Mrs. Tailor 
Weightlifting Club– run by Ms. Balchunas 
Fishing Club-run by Mr. Elliot 
Chess Club– run by Ms. Hadfield 
Band/Choir Practice Club– run by Ms. Kirven 
Thank you to our teachers and parents who give our students these GREAT opportunities! 
 

Ski Club 

Students who join the Ski Club will experience the thrill of hitting the slopes while learning the fun-
damentals of skiing and snowboarding. Whether they are beginners or experienced skiers, this club provides a great 
way to stay active during the winter months, build confidence, and enjoy the outdoors with friends. Ski trips allow 
students to develop perseverance, balance, and an appreciation for winter sports. 

Weight Lifting Club 

The Weight Lifting Club is perfect for students looking to improve their strength, endurance, 
and overall fitness. Guided by proper techniques and safety measures, students will learn how to set fitness goals, 
track their progress, and build confidence in their physical abilities. This club promotes healthy habits, discipline, and 
personal growth, helping students develop a lifelong appreciation for fitness. 

Dungeons and Dragons Club 

Creativity, teamwork, and strategic thinking come to life in the Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) Club. Students will em-
bark on imaginative adventures, solve complex challenges, and collaborate with their peers in a fun and engaging 
role-playing game. This club fosters problem-solving skills, storytelling, and critical thinking, all while allowing stu-
dents to make new friends and build a strong sense of camaraderie. 

Chess Club 

Chess Club is the place for students who love strategy, logic, and mental challenges. Whether they are 
beginners or advanced players, students will develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills while 
competing in friendly matches. Chess improves concentration, patience, and decision-making, skills that 
are useful in academics and everyday life. 

 



BEFORE 

Fishing Club 

For students who love the outdoors, Fishing Club provides hands-on experiences in fishing techniques, 
water conservation, and outdoor safety. Members will learn patience, persistence, and respect for 
nature while enjoying peaceful time on the water. This club offers a great balance between relaxation 
and skill-building, creating memorable experiences for all participants 
 

Bridge Building Club 

The Bridge Building Club is perfect for students who enjoy engineering, design, and problem-
solving. Members will work on constructing model bridges, testing their strength, and learning 
about physics and structural integrity. This hands-on club encourages creativity, teamwork, and 
innovation, giving students a deeper appreciation for architecture and engineering. 

Green Team 

Students in the Green Team take an active role in making the school and community more environ-
mentally friendly. Members will participate in projects like recycling programs, campus clean-ups, 
and sustainability initiatives. This club teaches responsibility, environmental awareness, and leadership, helping stu-
dents make a positive impact on the world around them. 

Cooking Club 

Cooking Club is a fun and interactive way for students to develop essential life skills in the kitch-
en. Members will learn about nutrition, meal preparation, and cooking techniques while cre-
ating delicious dishes. This club encourages teamwork, creativity, and an appreciation for 
healthy eating, all while allowing students to enjoy the satisfaction of making their own food. 

 

Band & Choir Practice Club 
Do you love music and want extra time to improve your skills? The Band & Choir Practice Club is the perfect place for 
students who want to refine their musical talents in a supportive and fun environment. 
Whether you play an instrument, sing, or just want extra practice time, this club offers a space 
to work on technique, learn new music, and collaborate with fellow musicians. Join us to build 
confidence, enhance your musical abilities, and prepare for performances—all while having 
fun with friends! 
 
Encourage your child to join a club and explore new interests, build friendships, and gain valuable skills that will bene-
fit them for years to come! 

 

Middle Years  
Included in this Principal’s Corner is information about Middle School-aged children.  The information 
comes from a newsletter called “Middle School Parents” produced by The Parent Institute.  I hope you 
find the information insightful. 



Navigating the Dangers of Social Media, Cell Phones, and AI: A Message to Parents 

In today's digital world, social media, cell phones, and AI have become a central part 
of our students' lives. While these tools can be beneficial for communication, learn-
ing, and creativity, they also present serious risks—especially when used inappropri-
ately. Unfortunately, we continue to see issues related to social media misuse, 
cyberbullying, and inappropriate online behavior here at our school and across the 
nation. 

Despite multiple efforts—including information sent to parents, presentations from our School Re-
source Officer (SRO), teacher-led discussions, and school-wide lessons—these challenges persist. 
Most recently, we conducted a school-wide lesson in all social studies classes, and we are planning 
another session next month with our SRO, who also led an anti-bullying presentation in October. 
While we remain committed to educating students about responsible technology use, the most 
effective guidance begins at home. 

Understanding the Risks 
Misuse of social media, cell phones, and AI can lead to: 
• Cyberbullying: Hurtful messages, threats, or online harassment can cause emotional distress. 
• Legal Consequences: Sharing inappropriate images, engaging in threats, or impersonating others 

online can lead to serious legal trouble, including law enforcement involvement. 
• Privacy Violations: Many students unknowingly expose personal information, making them vul-

nerable to online predators or scams. 
• AI Misuse: Tools like AI chatbots and image generators can be used to spread misinformation, 

create harmful content, or even manipulate others. 

How Parents Can Help 
Supervising your child’s online activity and having open conversations about responsible technology 
use are critical. Here are some key steps you can take: 
 
Monitor Your Child’s Social Media & Online Activity: 
• Regularly check your child’s phone, apps, and search history. 
• Set parental controls on devices and enable privacy settings on 

social media accounts. 
• Use monitoring apps such as Bark, Qustodio, or Net Nanny to 

track online behavior. 
 

 



Talk to Your Child About Online Safety: 
• Explain the legal consequences of cyberbullying, 

harassment, and sharing inappropriate content. 
• Emphasize that anything posted online is perma-

nent and can impact future opportunities. 
• Discuss how AI tools should be used responsibly 

and not for deception or harm. 
 
Set Limits & Expectations: 
• Establish clear rules about screen time, app us-

age, and social media behavior. 
• Require your child to keep their phone out of the 

bedroom at night to prevent late-night use. 
Encourage in-person social interactions instead of 
excessive online engagement. 

Helpful Resources for Parents 
To support you in guiding your child, here are some excellent online resources: 
Common Sense Media: www.commonsensemedia.org – Advice on social media, gaming, and online 

safety. 
StopBullying.gov: www.stopbullying.gov – Information on cyberbullying and ways to prevent it. 

ConnectSafely: www.connectsafely.org – Guides for parents on various apps, social media platforms, 
and AI safety. 

Family Online Safety Institute: www.fosi.org – Resources for setting up parental controls and digital 
safety discussions. 

We recognize that keeping up with the ever-changing digital world is challenging, but with consistent 
supervision and open conversations, we can work together to ensure our students use technology 
safely and responsibly. 

Thank you for your support in reinforcing these important lessons at home. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://www.stopbullying.gov
https://www.connectsafely.org
https://www.fosi.org


 



 



 



 



 

We are the  “Anchor Bay NORTH Sailors” and our mot-
to is “SAIL THE SHIP!”.  We consider our school a ship 
that requires everyone’s best effort and ALL HANDS 
ON DECK to SAIL THE SHIP!  WE BELIEVE IN EACH OTH-
ER and know that we need each other to SAIL THE 
SHIP!  GO SAILORS! 


